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The EU MERIT Project 2004-2005

MERIT is a European Union-financed project focusing on standards for driving instructors. The project’s recommendations will serve as a basis for future EU minimum requirements in this sector. 

MERIT’s aims are to:

· examine current national standards for becoming a driving instructor (access criteria, training, testing and quality control).

· develop educational goals for driving instructors on the basis of scientific research. 

· make recommendations on how the profession should be regulated in the future. 

MERIT’s work on future educational goals for driving instructors builds on scientific research and goals for driver education. 

MERIT’s recommendations will include minimum requirements for driving instructors, in addition to more far-reaching goals for the future. MERIT ends in July 2005 and covers 28 European countries. 

I. WHY SUCH A PROJECT?

MERIT is sponsored by the European Commission which intends to draft an EU Directive on minimum requirements for driving instructors. The EU Directive may come into force within the next 5-6 years.

II. HOW TO GET INVOLVED IN MERIT

Your expert views and opinions can be integrated in MERIT’s work in a number of ways:

· through the MERIT questionnaire survey

· at one or both of the 2 workshops that will be organised during the project.

· via email or letter communication with any member of the project team (see below)

· through associations representing your sector

III. THE PROJECT TEAM

The MERIT project team consists of 2 types of members: 

1. research institutes specialising in traffic psychology:

· Institut Gute Fahrt, Austria (MERIT project manager)

· VTI, Sweden 

· Traffic Test, the Netherlands

2. expert organisations involved on a daily basis with driving instructors and driver training:

· EFA: the European Driving Schools’ Association

· The German Driving Instructor Academy (Deutsche Fahrlehrerakademie)

· Nord-Trondelag University College, Faculty of Education of Driving Instructors (Norway)

· CIECA: the International Commission of Driving Testing Authorities

IV. MERIT PROJECT TIMETABLE

	Survey of current standards and consultation phase (1)
	March - May 2004
	 
	 
	 

	Preparation of requirements from a scientific perspective
	March - June 2004
	 
	 
	 

	Analysis of current standards 
	 
	Sept - Nov 2004
	 
	 

	Consultation phase (2)

Workshop 1: January 22, 2005

Workshop 2: March 21, 2005
	 
	 
	Jan - April 2005
	 

	Recommendations to the European Commission
	 
	 
	 
	May- July 2005


The MERIT project is one in a series of initiatives by the European Union to make Europe’s roads safer to use (http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/transport/home/drivinglicence/research/index_en.htm). 

Please contribute your knowledge and experience to this project. We look forward to hearing from you!

Dr Gregor Bartl

Institut Gute Fahrt

Austria

Contact details of Project Partners (overleaf)

MERIT Project Partners

	Gregor Bartl

Institut Gute Fahrt (project manager)

Lassallestrasse 46

A-1020 Vienna 
Austria

Email: bartl@gutefahrt.at 


	Nick Sanders

MERIT project secretariat

15 Waterkrachtstraat

1210 Brussels

Belgium

Email: nick.sanders@cbr.nl 

	Nils-Petter Gregersen

VTI

581 95 Linköping

Sweden

Email: nils.petter.gregersen@vti.se
	Jan Vissers

Traffic Test

Landjuveel 22

3905 PG Veenendaal

The Netherlands

Email: jamm.vissers@traffictest.nl


	Deirdre Walsh

CIECA representative

Driver and Vehicle Testing Agency

Balmoral Road, Belfast BT12 6QL

Northern Ireland

Email: deirdre.walsh@doeni.gov.uk 


	Kjell Torsmyr

Nord-Trondelag University College

Faculty of Education of Driving Instructors

PO BOX 324

7501 Stjørdal

Norway

Email: kjell.torsmyr@stls.no 



	Gebhard Heiler

DFA (German Academy of Driving Instructors)

Hoehenweg 13

D-70825 Korntal-Muenchingen

Germany

Email: glheiler@t-online.de
	Gerhard von Bressensdorf

European Driving Schools’ Association (President)

Hofbrunnstr. 13

D-91459 Munich

Germany

Email: efa-eu@lbfmuc.de



For updated information throughout the MERIT Project, please visit http://www.gutefahrt.at (not yet operational)
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